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United States Air Force  

 
 

Maj. Gen. Howard N. Thompson is the Chief of Staff, North American 
Aerospace Defense Command and U.S. Northern Command, Peterson Air 
Force Base, Colo.  
 
NORAD is a bi-national United States and Canadian organization charged 
with the missions of aerospace warning, aerospace control and maritime 
warning for North America. As the NORAD Chief of Staff, he directs a joint 
and bi-national staff to coordinate command responsibilities for North 
America.  
 
As the USNORTHCOM Chief of Staff, he directs a joint staff in order to 
deter, prevent and defeat threats and aggression aimed at the United States 
and its territories and interests within USNORTHCOM’s assigned areas of 
focus. Additional duties involve coordinating and directing military 
assistance to civil authorities, including civil support and consequence 

management operations when authorized by the Secretary of Defense or President of the United States. 
 
General Thompson was commissioned in 1976 following graduation from the U.S. Air Force Academy. His 
assignments include T-38 instructor pilot as well as F-15 and F-16 instructor pilot and flight examiner. He 
completed an exchange tour with the U.S. Navy as an F/A-18 and F-14 operational test and evaluation pilot. His 
commands include a fighter squadron, operations group, and the 7th Air Force Airborne Command Element. 
The general has also been the mobilization assistant to the Chief of Staff, Headquarters U.S. Air Force and 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom, he served as Director, Air Component Coordination Element, in support of the 
Coalition Forces Maritime Component Commander.  
 
His awards include the Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Bronze Star, Meritorious Service Medal with three 
oak leaf clusters, Navy Commendation Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with three oak leaf clusters, Combat Readiness Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal with two bronze stars, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border, and 
the Armed Forces Reserve Medal with “M” device. The General is a command pilot with more than 3,900 
flying hours in fighter and trainer aircraft, including combat missions over Bosnia. 
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